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INTERVIEW WITH HON. GERALD R. FORD 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

"U.S.News & World Report" 

ORIGIN1L T;-:,~)~SCRi?T 

Washington, D. c. 
November 11, 1974 

Q Mr. President, before you tell us what you see ahead, 

can you describe what you consider the chief accanplishme ts 

in your f'irst 100 days in off'ice? 

The President: I would say the recognition that we had 

to do something affirmatively about the econcmy -- infla-

tion and the softening of the econc:my. We have a good pr -

gram that came out of our economic summit meetings. I t nk 

they were well conducted. They came up with sane alterna 

tives that we have put together in a gQod program. I thi 

~ 

that was a major accomplishment. 

We have, in my judgment, handled foreign policy in a c n-

structive way. We're moving ahead with our negotiations ith 

the sa-viet Union on SALT II -- the second stage of strate ic 

arms limitations. We're working, I think, affirmatively s 

far as the Middle East is concerned. We have been co-ope -

a.ting with others as far as Greece a.nd Turkey and Cyprus re 

concerned. There is a continuity of a good foreign polic 

















































FORD IVU - 25 

inter and no oil embargo, I think we can probably get al ng 

i thout any tougher measures than we had before. 

Q When you say "stern measures," what kind of things do 

you have in mind? 

The President: · It would mean, for example -- assuming no 

oil embargo -- an arbitrary decision to reduce the 6 mill · on 

arrels of oil imports per day by 1 million or 2 million 

arrels per day, depending on the need. 

It would involve the arbitrary allocation of what part 

goes to our industrial users, what part goes to the auto-

oti ve. And we can allocate under those circumstances . 

The executive branch can do such allocating without f 

ther legislation ? 
'-

he President: Yes, that's what I'm saying. 

You made a strong speech at the United Nations recentl, 

in which you stressed the vital of the industri2l 

in the f'ow of oil at low:>r nrices from. t ie 

·I 
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tions, and pointed out the dangers if this did not come 

Have you seen any results from that speech? 

f he President : We 're working very hard to try and put the 

il-consuming nation group together, and we're making some 

eadway. If we can achieve that and then get a combined 

r joint working group with the oil producers, I would ho 

hat we could avoid certainly any increases and work towar 

ome decreases in world oil prices. But we first have to 

it step by step. 

As a result of that speech, there has been speculation 

the press about the possibility of U.S. military involv -

ent in the Mideast to secure our oil supplies -- Libya an 

uwait being mentioned, in particular. Is this a possibil ty? 

he President: I know of no plan in that regard. 

D.o you consider it irresponsible just to make such com- I 

Lnt about militar/ action? 
I 

I 

The Fresidcnt: I think it's s90culation that is not predi4 
t 
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cated on any plans with which I'm familiar. 

Q How dangerous do you think the situation in the Middle 

East is now? 

The President: It is potentially very serious. 

' Q Is there a timetable --

The President: I don't like to pick a timetable, just 1. e 

I don't like to pick numbers in a congressional election. 

It ought to be obvious to everybody that we cannot go on 

cxizt bct~ccn 

Israel and Egypt, I~rael and Jordan, Israel and Syria, or 

the circumstances of the Palestinian Liberation Orga.nizat·on. 

Plus we have the problem of the potentiality of another o 

embargo, and the potentiality ths.t if we get involved in .._ 

confrontation between Israelis and Arabs, the Soviet Unio 

ay do what they seemed to be doing in October of 1973 wi 

their alert. All of these are very serious internat::i.onal 



On another problem area abroad, is the NATO Alliance 

ow in trouble because of the difficulties between Greece 

d Turkey? Is the whole southern flank of NATO exposed 

d its position jeopardized? 

he President: It certainly doesn't help NATO as a whole 

d our situation in the Mediterranean to have two good 

llies fighting over Cyprus. We're working very hard at 

rying to remedy that problem. But there are ramification 

or NATO as a whole that involve 'the Mediterranean and all 

he problems of the Middle East. 

Mr. President, the foreign-aid program looks as though 

t 's in for pretty heavy sledding. Does this bother you? 

he President: It bothers me very much. We have an oppor 

unity to move ahead and to achieve some results in the 

iddle East, and a good foreign-aid program can be helpful 

·he wrong kind of foreign-aid program could be very ha.rmfu . 

Back on domestic affairs, i'l:r. President, is the job of 

........ .· . '" 



building a Ford Administration structure about finished, 

or is it still in a transitory stage? 

he President: We've ma.de a lot of headway. We are con-

inuing to move in the right direction without getting int 

position. But I think we've ma.de great strid s 

nd we 're in good shape for January when the new Congress 

onvenes. 

There have been some criticisms that a Ford Cabinet is 

ot yet in existence, that th~re is too much of a 

ixon Cabinet. Do you have plans in mind rela.ting to that. 

he President: I don't think it's appropriate for me to 

iscuss something like that at this time. We have reorga-

ized the White House. And that was the major problem th.a -
e have had. I think there a.re some excellent members of 

he Cabinet -- and I don't mean to imply that all of them 

ren't good. But we've done the first job, and we'll see 

~~ it goes from there. 

. ·:-.· ... ·.~ , : : ·.,. ·~· ·•. "" 



, How do you like your job, Mr. President? 

he President: I enjoy it. 

Is it too big for one man, as some scholars have sug-

gested? 

e President: No. I've got a real good staff, and -- b r-

ing in mind that the change in Administration happened al-

ost overnight, and the serious problems we have had -- I 

think we are hand.ling the job effectively. 

(END nm:Rvm1) 
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